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[57] ABSTRACT

Data is transferred between files within an application
program or between multiple, independent, simulta-
neously active application programs appearing concur-
rently on a computer display screen using a visually
assisted method. Data to be transferred from a first
location is marked on the computer display screen.
Subsequent optional selection of either a Cut or a Copy
function causes a distinctive border to appear around
the marked data. An input device may then be used to
move the bordered area to a new location on the com-
puter display screen without alteration or movement of
the originally marked data. A data transfer symbol ap-
pears within the bordered area during the data transfer
operation to signify that such an operation is in
progress. Further selection of a Paste function causes
the marked data to be inserted at its new location and
deletion from the computer display screen of the dis-
tinctive border and of the data transfer symbol. Addi-
tionally, the originally marked data is deleted from the
computer screen display if the Cut function was chosen,
while, if the Copy function was chosen, the originally
marked data is unmarked and left unaltered at the con-
culsion of the data transfer operation.
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